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Collection Summary

Title
R. E. Wood Scrapbook, 1873-1881

Call Number
MSS 174

Creator
Wood, Romanzo E. (Romanzo Erastus), 1838-1925

Language of Materials
English

Extent
Items: 1 Box
Linear Feet: 1

Abstract
Abstract goes here.

Information for Researchers

Access Restrictions
Collection is open for research without restriction.
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Usage Restrictions
No restrictions.

Digital Access
http://archives.csuchico.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/Wood,%20Romanz0%20E./
mode/exact

Publication Rights
The library can only claim physical ownership of the collection. Users are
responsible for satisfying any claimants of literary property.

Alternate Form of Material
No other forms of material.

Acquisition Information
Thomas L. Rodgers, December 9, 1991

Processing Information
Processed by: Special Collection Staff
Encoded by: Pamela Nett Kruger, April 22, 2011

Preferred Citation
Romanzo E. Wood Scrapbook, MSS 174, Special Collections, Meriam Library,
California State University, Chico.

Online Catalog Headings
These and related materials may be found under the following headings in online
catalogs.

Santa Cruz County (Calif.) -- History.
Photographers -- West (U.S.) -- 19th century.
Tahoe, Lake, Region (Calif. and Nev.) -- History.
Napa County (Calif.) -- History.

Shasta (Calif.) -- History.

Related Collections
Charles L. Camp Collection of Stereographs, ca. 1867-ca. 1895, UC Berkeley: Bancroft
Library

Biographical/ Historical Note

Romanzo Erastus Wood, or R. E. Wood, was born in Springfield, Massachusetts August
10, 1838. In 1859 he came west on the Oregon-California trial arriving in Napa County,
California. Wood married Mary Elizabeth Olmstead Wade October 17, 1864 and had a
daughter Cleo Emma. The Woods moved to Santa Cruz County in 1868 and settled at
Troutdale Farm near Bear Creek just above the San Lorenzo River. Wood supported
himself in a variety of ways: as an inventor of rodent traps, farmer, manufacturer of
matches, brooms and knives. He wrote for the county newspaper the Santa Cruz
Sentinel. Together with Mary they also travel around California putting on Lantern
Stereoscopic shows and offering their services as landscape photographers. In 1881 they
moved to Tahoe City. He wrote for the Tahoe Tattle and they continued their
photography activities. They divorced in 1891. Wood married again to Phoebe S. Brown
in 1892. He died April 1, 1925 in St. Helena, California.
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Scope and Content/Collection Overview

The Scrapbook contains photographs, newspaper clippings, advertisements and articles
about and by R. E. Wood, landscape photographer and inventor. The bulk of material is
of Santa Cruz, but also includes Mount Shasta, Lake Tahoe, and Napa. Wood made
booms and matches, invented gopher and squirrel rodent traps, Together with his wife
Mary they put on Optical Lantern or Steroscopticon exhibitions, and offered their
services as landscape photographers. He was a correspondent for the Santa Cruz Sentinel
and Tahoe Tattler newspapers. The original use of the book was of as a ledger, listing
names with dates ranging from 1869 to 1873. Many pages were removed, and
photographs and newspaper clippings of his columns and advertisements for their
services and inventions were pasted over. Images from the scrapbook as well as other
photographs are cataloged separately in the Historic Photograph collection. The
scrapbook and photos of contains the images of Santa Cruz County, Napa County Lake
Tahoe vicinity, Sonoma County, Bodie, Glenn County, Shasta County, Copper City,
Monterey County, and Pacific Grove.

Arrangement

Original.

Material Cataloged Separately
The following photos are cataloged separately in the Historic Photograph collection:

SC6350 SC6351 SC6352 SC6353
SC6354 SC6355 SC6356 SC6357
SC6358 SC6359 SC6360 SC6361
SC6362 SC6363 SC6364 SC6365
SC6366 SC6367 SC6368 SC6369
SC6370 SC6371 SC6372 SC6373
SC6374 SC6375 SC6376 SC6377
SC6378 SC6379 SC6380 SC6381
SC6382 SC6383 SC6384 SC6385
SC6386 SC6387 SC6388 SC6390
SC6391 SC6392 SC6393 SC6394
SC6395 SC6396 SC6397 SC6398
SC6399 SC6400 SC6401 SC6402
SC6403 SC6404 SC6405 SC6406
SC6407 SC6408 SC13533 SC13534
SC13535 SC13536 SC13537 SC13538
SC13539 SC13540 SC13543 SC13544
SC13545 SC13546 SC13547 SC13548
SC13549 SC13550 SC13551 SC13552
SC13553 SC13554 SC13555 SC13556
SC13558 SC13559 SC13560 SC13561
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SC13563 SC13564 SC13565 SC13566
SC13569 SC13570 SC13572 SC13573
SC13574 SC13575 SC13576 SC13577
SC13578 SC13579 SC13580 SC13582
SC13583 SC13585 SC13588 SC13589
SC13590 SC13591 SC13592 SC13593
SC13594 SC13595 SC13596 SC13597
SC13598 SC13602 SC13603 SC13604
SC13605 SC13606 SC13607 SC13608
SC13609 SC13610 SC13611 SC13612
SC13613 SC13614 SC13615 SC13616
SC13617 SC13618 SC13619 SC13621
SC13622 SC13693

Detailed Description of the Collection
Scrapbook measuring 15” by 10”
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